
Here’s a look at each of the four days of 
qualifying in 2008. Qualifying speeds will
continue to be determined by the overall
time and average speed for four laps around
the historic 2.5-mile oval:
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for the Indianapolis 500. If a car is bumped on any day of qualifi cations, 
that entrant can re-enter the qualifi cation line and attempt to re-qualify 
based on the number of attempts remaining for that car.
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choice, but that car still will be allowed to make qualifying attempts 
based on the number of attempts it has remaining for the day. The car 
does not have to be removed from competition, as in previous formats.

 POLE DAY - Saturday, May 10: 
Positions one through 11 in the 33-car fi eld are available to the 
fastest 11 qualifi ers that day. Once the 11 spots are full, bumping 
will occur for the rest of the day to determine the pole and the
fastest 11 qualifi ers for that day.  

 

SECOND DAY QUALIFYING - Sunday, May 11:  
Positions 12 through 22 are available. Once those spots are full, 
bumping will occur only in spots 12 through 22 for the rest of 
the day to determine the fastest 11 qualifi ers for that day.

THIRD DAY QUALIFYING - Saturday, May 17:  
Positions 23 through 33 are available. Once those spots are full, 
bumping will occur only in spots 23-33 for the rest of the day to 
determine the fastest 11 qualifi ers for that day.

BUMP DAY - Sunday, May 18:  Any qualifying 
attempt on the fourth day that is faster than a qualifi ed 
entrant in the 33 positions in the starting fi eld will bump 
the slowest qualifi er from the fi eld, regardless of the day of 
qualifi cation. The “bumped” entrant will be removed from 
the fi eld of 33, and the remaining fi eld will move ahead one 
position in the starting fi eld as the newly qualifi ed entrant 
will take the 33rd position, or a higher position if faster than 
the other fourth day qualifi ers.
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QUALIFYING PROCEDURE


